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they abstain from eating honey from Dhawai flowers until
a few drops of the first find of such honey in its season has
been offered to the spirits.1 Among the'Lushei Kuki tribes of
Assam a little of the first-fruits of each crop is always placed
on the wall under the eaves, above the spot where the water
tubes are stacked, as an offering to the cultivator's parents.8
In Annam people offer the first-fruits of the rice to the
ancestral spirits and the guardian spirits before they may
themselves partake of the new crop. The rice used in this
ceremony is not the ordinary rice, but rice which has been
specially planted and tended, that it may ripen for the day
of the ceremony, which occurs twice a year, between the
first and the fifth day of the fifth month and the first and
tenth day of the tenth month. On the day appointed for the
presentation of the first-fruits to the spirit one or more pigs
and sometimes several cocks are sacrificed, and their flesh
is carried with the new rice to the communal temple, where
both are laid on the altar. The persons who are present at
the ceremony are then free to take their share of the rice
home with them and to distribute it to their families.8
In San Cristoval, one of the Solomon Islands, when nuts
are gathered and yams dug, the first-fruits are taken and
hung up in the gardens and in the houses ; part is allowed
to remain there and part is sacrificed to Agunua, the great
creator god, who is believed to have created all things, the
sea, the land, men and animals, thunder, lightning, rain
and storms, rivers, trees, and mountains. When the time
has arrived for the offerings of the first-fruits, the people
place them ready, and wait for the signal from the priest at
Haununu. When the day has come a priest offers the
first-fruits to a real snake called Kagauraha. Then the
people of Haununu perform the proper rites, and pass on
the word to the next village by the sound of the drum. So
the news is passed on from village to village by beat of drum.
Then the people of each village take dracaena leaves and go
in procession to the sacred grove of Agunua. As they, go
they indulge in sham fighting, and sing a song to the effect
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